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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) basic social and economic status of cassava
farmers, (2) knowledge of farmers in cassava production, (3) situations of cassava production by
famers, (4) agricultural extension needs of farmers, and (5) problems and suggestions of farmers for the
cassava production. The population in this study was 524 cassava farmers in Erawan District of Loei
Province; 227 samples were selected by using a random sampling methodology. The data were
collected by interviewing the samples. The statistical methodology was used to analyze the data by
computerized program including frequency, percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value, and
standard deviation. The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the interviewed farmers
were male, with average age of 47.77 years, educated at primary level; the average household member
was 4.49 persons; and the average period of experience in cassava production was 8.81 years. They
had received agricultural information from local leaders who were personal media in the community,
and from television which was a kind of mass media; they had generally received information on
cassava production from various sources at moderate level. The average farm labor was 2.87 persons;
they owned farm land, the average cassava cultivating area was 15.36 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters);
and the average cassava produce was 3,822.78 kg per rai. (2) The majority of farmers had knowledge
of cassava production at the highest level, two-thirds of them had the knowledge at high level, and the
minority of them had the knowledge at moderate level. They had overall knowledge of cassava
production at average 17.62 marks. (3) Most of farmers had used Rayong 5 variety in loose soil,
fertilized the soil before planting, cultivated them in raised bed, and prepared the soil by plowing it
twice. Most of them did not analyze the soil first. They kept the rooting stocks for planting, applied
15-15-15 fertilizer formula twice per one production season, chemical weed control twice per one
production season, harvested them at the age of ten months. They transported the produces by their
trucks, and they usually distributed the produces in the form of fresh cassava at private marketplaces.
(4) most of the farmers needed the extension of cassava production listing from the most to the least
important issues as follows: knowledge/contents of cassava production, the support after extension, and
extension methods for cassava production. Hence, (5) the farmers had overall problems on cassava
production at moderate level listing from the most to the least important issue as follows: the support
after extension, knowledge/contents of cassava production, and extension methods for cassava
production. They suggested that the government should have the price guarantee of the selling price of
the cassava produce and should advise them how to fertilize the soil before planting. Furthermore, the
related government agencies should introduce cassava variety which could produce high production,
was suitable for the area conditions, and could resist diseases and insects.

Keywords: Agricultural extension needs, Cassava farmer, Loei Province
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